Wesley Witness
Wesley United Methodist Church

July 2014
614 Texas Street, Sulphur Springs, TX 75482
www.wesleysst.org

Phone 903-885-3383
Fax
903-438-2324

Sunday, June 1

Upcoming Emmaus Walks
Women’s Walk #14-124
September 25-28, 2014 at Lone Star, TX
Led by Carol Ann O’dell
Men’s Walk #14-125
October 16-19, 2014 at Lone Star, TX
For more information, log on to:
www.netemmaus.org or talk to an Emmaus alumni.
Note to Emmaus alumni: Team members are
needed for the fall walks. If you are interested,
go to netemmaus.org.

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS
Rhonda Alley
Jill Barclay
Dominic Ayala
Jim and Mary Barnhart
Janet Bates
Carson Bryant
Cody and Johna Blount and Baby
Robert Carpenter
David Cartwright, Jr.
Jillian Cartwright Edward Clark
The Carmody Family (Phoebe) Barbara Coleman Kathy Crowson
Steve and Dicey Rue Cook Brett Darrow
Stacy Davis
Johnny and Sherry Darrow Dorothy Easley
Charlie Epperson
Juan & Martha Escamilla
Billy Wayne Frazier Jennifer Glover
Robert and Mary Glover
Jack Godfrey
Doris Herman
Magan,Tim and Eisley Henderson Kristen Herschler Bill Hinchcliff
Louise and Marvin Jones Millie Kattes
Myndi Horne
Red Penny
Diane Pierce
Jo Ann Prince
Majel and Roger Redick
Ray Roslewicz
Matthew Prochaska
Ben and Mary Shinn
Kim Shuey
Logan Stephenson
Pat and Floyd Spears
Janie Swindell
Nola Tadlock
Allan & Myrtle Thar
Burke Tinsley
Chrystal Vargas
Patsy Walters
Everett Wilder

WESLEY HOMEBOUND
June Anderson
Doris Rawls
Mary Burks
Dell Cline
Bobbie Holder
Billie Newsom Vivian & Bill Shell Weldon & Muriel Lucas Sandra McIntire.

9:00 a.m. Worship Service
Sunday School
11:05 a.m. Worship Service

Attendance
110
97

58

Stewardship
Offering anticipated to date
Offering through June 1
Offering June 1
Designated

108,560.50
85,776.20
5,564.69
383.45

Sunday, June 8
Attendance
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
79
Sunday School
81
11:05 a.m. Worship Service
Stewardship
Offering anticipated to date
113,313.25
Offering through June 8
89,011.20
Offering June 8
3,235.00
Designated
5,368.00

Sunday, June 15
Attendance
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
87
Sunday School
61
11:05 a.m. Worship Service
21
Stewardship
Offering anticipated to date
118,066.00
Offering through June 15
90,697.20
Offering June 15
1,686.00
Designated
108.00
Noisy Offering
85.09

Sunday, June 22
Attendance
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
112
Sunday School
62
11:05 a.m. Worship Service
Stewardship
Offering anticipated to date
122,818.75
Offering through June 22
93,604.20
Offering June 22
2,907.00
Designated
162.00
“Dogs have no money. Isn’t that amazing? They’re broke their entire
lives. But they get through. You know why dogs have no money?
No pockets.” Jerry Seinfield

Thank You
Dear Friends at Wesley UMC,
Thank ya’ll so very much for your recent donation
of box fans. Your gift is going to ease the burden of
many families right here in our community. Thank
you for your generosity!

In Loving Memory of Amy Vandervoet
By: Diane Dixon

In Christ,
Adam Teer, CANHelp Director
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A

Rough and Rugged Road
The Wesley Church family has concerns
about what kind of a church Wesley will be in 10
years. I am an optimist and believe Wesley will
continue to be a strong, vibrant church well into
the future.
It won’t be an easy road for our church
family. We are going to have to compromise.
Compromise means getting together and agreeing by mutual consent to settle issues troubling
the congregation.
What is the rough and rugged road we are to
travel? It is a road where we are open to
change, finding answers to problems hindering
our growth.
What is going to help us as we travel this road
is a good navigation system. We don’t need a
woman in a car speaker telling us to “make a
legal U-turn” in our devotional lives. We need
direction provided by strong leadership provided by our pastor and aided by Wesley Church
lay leaders.
We have seen what good direction can do for
our church through the wise direction of Rev.
Ben Shinn. The leadership will soon be
assumed by Pastor Steve Cook, and with all of
us helping, the Wesley Navigation System will
send us smartly into the future with no U-turns.
For example, Wesley leadership has already

agreed to participate in the “Healthy Church
Initiative” which, through training, and the
support of other churches in our district that
are also participating in this initiative, will give
us the tools necessary to adjust our direction.
Our new pastor, Steve Cook, supports this initiative and is please that Wesley’s leadership
chose to participate.
We are also focusing on being a good neighborhood church. Over the next few months, we
will be reaching out to our neighbors and
inviting them to worship and fellowship at
Wesley. We will continue to nurture the Little
Acorn School (LAS) ministry by inviting
teachers, parents and families of the children
attending LAS to church services with
programs involving the children, and to fellowship with us at Wednesday night meals.
These are just a few of the ideas and proposals being discussed that can help Wesley
continue to grow and be a strong, healthy influence in the community.
Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be August 4
-8. Marieke is asking for our support. There are
many jobs that need to be filled. If you can
help, even for one day, that would be a blessing.
There are jobs for all age groups. For example,
some of us can help with the children, others
can help with the programs, while others can
help feed the children. Please let Marieke know
that you will help. She will find just the right job
for you!
I use the pronoun “we” extensively in this
article. The “WE” are “YOU.” Each and every
member of this church is a valuable contributor
to the healthy growth and direction of our
blessed Wesley United Methodist Church. God
Bless Wesley, and God Bless the Wesley
Family.
Respectfully,
Pat Skauge
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Your Input Is Needed!
During the month of July we will only
have one worship service at 9:00 a.m. The
Chancel Choir will be on vacation during
July and
special music during July
worship will be provided by members of
our Contemporary Worship Team.
We are looking at moving to one blended
worship service. For that to happen, we
will need your input. The Worship Committee, chaired by Mary Lou Foster, is putting
together a questionnaire related to this
change. It will be available at worship and
in our Sunday school classes during July.
Please give us your responses as the
Administrative Board will make the
decision concerning a blended service of
worship at its July meeting.

Wedding Shower
for

Jenny Speer and
Everett Wilder
12:30 p.m.
Sunday
July 27
Wesley
Hall

There are many new and
exciting things that the
youth are going to be
participating in. We had a
blast at Sulphur Springs
Work Camp and we were
blessed to have painted
over 20 houses this year.
The first day was rained out, however, it gave our
crews a chance to learn more about each other, not
only as coming from different denominations, but as
a single Christian body.
Confirmation Sunday also was a blast. I am so
excited for the newly confirmed youth to grow
faithfully and to build relationships, not only with
each other, but with God. I would like to thank Ben
for working so diligently with the youth through their
time during confirmation, as well as showing me how
to lead confirmation in the future.
There are so many amazing things to do and
summer is flying by. “For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.” Jeremiah 29:1. I know that the Lord has
great and amazing plans for the youth in our church;
it is what make us strive to guide them in the Way of
the Lord.
Dylan Dante di Donato

July Mission
Emphasis

School Supplies

Selections at
Macy’s
Target
Bed, Bath & Beyond
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Confirmation Sunday
June 22, 2014
Dalena di Donato
Jessica Garcia
Allie Thurman
Mattie Thurman
Monica Mejia
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Wesley Welcomes Steve and Dicie Rue Cook!
Steve Cook is a na1ve of Princeton, Kentucky,
where he graduated in 1969 from Caldwell County
High School and was senior class president. He
received a B.A. from Georgetown College in Kentucky in 1973 with honor with a major in history
and a minor in English/Poli1cal Science. A;er
working at the college in administra1on for two
years, he began his Master of Divinity at Southern
Bap1st Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY,
gradua1ng in 1978. He is both licensed and
ordained as a minister.
Steve then worked for twenty-ﬁve years at
Georgetown College, eventually becoming the
Assistant to the President for the last ten years. He served churches in the Bap1st tradi1on for
twenty-ﬁve years and then began serving United Methodist Churches in 2001. He has served Oak
Park in Paris, TX, from 2001-2010; First UMC, Cooper from 2010-2014 and Shooks Chapel UMC, SS,
from 2012-2014.
He is married to the former Dicie Rue Rogers, also a na1ve of Princeton, KY and a high school classmate. They have ﬁve grown children: Allison, MaC, Sara, Amy and Ashley and six grandchildren.
Their ten-year-old Chocolate Lab, DJ, resides with them. Dicie Rue is a re1red Special Educa1on
teacher with a B.A. from Murray State University in KY and a Master of Science from Auburn University in Alabama.
Steve has been a disc jockey, a college recruiter, public address announcer, college administrator,
and pastor/preacher. He has taught adjunc1vely in ministry and preaching classes. He enjoys woodworking, ﬁshing, reading, and “being around people.” He taught his students to “bloom where you
are planted. Steve then worked for twenty-ﬁve years at Georgetown College, eventually becoming
the ” and always love those you are serving in ministry. He enjoys good, clean humor and is okay
when the joke is on him. The key word for him in ministry is the word “ﬂexibility.” It is beCer to
bend than break. He believes the church exists for the community and looks for ways to serve in
community groups. In Paris, it was the American Red Cross. In Cooper, it has been the Chamber of
Commerce.
Steve and Dicie Rue serve together as a team. Dicie Rue gets great in United Methodist Women’s
work, working in community food pantries, providing a welcoming, pastoral home to be visited, and
working behind the scenes at the church. Both of us have made commitments to become more
“health conscious” and enjoy exercising, walking, and ea1ng healthy foods. Both will be involved in
visi1ng and mee1ng both members of the Wesley UMC as well as non-members those who live in assisted living, nursing homes, and in private seIngs.
“Pastor Steve” and Dicie Rue are excited and energized about the appointment to serve in Sulphur
Springs via Wesley UMC! Their moCo is summed up in the words of Amazing Grace: “T’is grace has
brought me (us) safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.” It is with great JOY the Cooks begin
their ministry on July 1, 2014.
6

This Summer
Take a Walk
on the
Side
At Weird Animals VBS, kids learn that nothing
compares to the unconditional love of Jesus!

Vacation Bibl
e

School

Monday - Fri
day
9:00 a.m. - NO
ON
A ge s 4
- Completed 5

th Grade

August 4 - 8

More details t

o come!

7

Ready to Take a Walk on the Wild
Side?
Join Us at “Weird Animals”
Where Jesus’ Love is One-of-a-Kind!
When: August 4 -8, 2014
Where: Wesley UMC
Time: 9:00 a.m. - NOON
with Lunch Following
At Weird Animals VBS, kids discover that Jesus’ love is one-of-a-kind. Weird Animals is a habitat
filled with incredible Bible learning experiences kids see, hear, and even taste! Sciency-Fun
Gizmos, team-building games, awesome Bible songs, cool crafts and tasty treats are just a few of
the standout activities that help faith follow into real life. Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to
see evidence of God in everyday life-something we call God Sightings! Get ready to hear that
phrase a lot!!
It’s our goal to reach once again around 100 kids with God’s love during our VBS week “Weird
Animals” and we need people like you who can help to make this vision a reality! We are praying
for lots and lots of volunteers. The more the better! It’s our goal that each child can feel loved
and being cared for. Nothing is more important than a personal smile, a word of encouragement
and attention!!
Give us a call, leave a message or send a text or fill out your name on the sign-up sheet on the
VBS bulletin board in Wesley Hall. You will be blessed!
In His Love,
Marieke
Animals VBS Director
or Jessica

deWitte, your Weird
Phone: 903-348-3611
Nichols, Co-Director
Phone: 903-

348-0808

Our Mission EmphaSchool Supplies.

sis for VBS will be
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The Wesley Witness
Wesley United Methodist Church
614 Texas Street
Sulphur Springs, TX 75482
(903) 885-3383 Church Office
(903) 335-8010 Parsonage
(903) 438-2324 Fax
www.wesleysst.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

See us on

Wesley UMC,
Sulphur Springs
or
www.wesleysst.org

There will be ONE worship
service during July
at 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School at 10:00 a.m.
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